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Human-elephant conflict: an experience with stakeholders in Southern
India

Alanna Elder
August 2015 trip to Coimbatore, India

During the spring of 2015, | took the Environmental Policy, Conservation and Development in India. The class
provided a snapshot of environmental challenges in India, and then we chose topics for individual study. | began a
literature review of human - elephant conflict and spent the next three months in Laramie getting lost in the
library’s database; in the vastness of India; in a problem that puzzles land managers around the world. By the end
of the semester, | had a paper that | thought was accurate and an understanding that was almost tangible
because | dug for it. | doubted, however, whether everything | had read would check out on the ground. In order
to confirm that what | wrote was real, | wanted to see humans, elephants, and their overlapping territories in real
dimensions.

Thanks to funding from the College of
Agriculture’s SEND program, and the Haub
School for Environment and Natural
Resource’s Research and Creative
Activities grant, | was able to do just
that.

| traveled to Coimbatore, India in August
2015 with Dr. Sivanpillai, ENR professor
Courtney Carlson, and Nicole Reed, a
classmate who had researched crop
raiding by elephants.

[CEEIM They guided us to farms and

forest offices and provided insight into Nicole and Alanna visited a corridor frequently
elephant behavior and the effects of used by the elephants to obtain water
invasive plants on elephant habitat.




