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157. Atrocities of Bonded Labour System
Portrayed in Mahasweta Devi’s
‘ Select Short Stories

Dr. T. Muraleeswari

Principal

Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore - 641 029.

Introduction

It is a world that anticipates equal rights and respect to each and every
creature. The time today has raised a heavy flag to support the ideal society
that gives importance to equality and equal rights of all human beings. Even
at this juncture, many in the world do not enjoy such sovereignty in their
world. People live a threatened life-a country threatens its neighbouring
country; and a man threatens his neighbor. Everybody develops a tendency
of dominating other around. Colonial encounter across the world during the
previous century is a clear example to prove this statement, Such tendency
of domination has led to another kind of slavery-bonded labour system.
Although bonded labour system has been abolished in our country, it is still
practiced behind the screen. Similar situations in Bihar, Jharkhand, and Wes:
Bengal have been clearly depicted in Mahasweta Devi’s short stories.

Mahasweta Devi, a prominent Bengali writer dedicates her entire life
for the welfare of the oppressed and suppressed, particularly the tribal people.
She writes in support of such people. She attacks even the central and the
state government for their carelessness and irresponsible attitude towards
the tribal people, because they are ill-treated by the local maliks, in the n
of bonded labour system. Though this kind of bonded labour system i
abolished, the local landlords cheat the tribal people by exploiting the
ignorance and illiteracy. This is what Mahasweta deals with in her Dust
the Road, and “The Fairytale of Rajabasha,” and other short stories.

Everybody loves to live a peaceful and independent life. It is applicab’
to the tribal people also. But they are trenchantly tortured. They live !
interior and remote parts of India. They live in forest apart from the mainstrea
society. They are not well educated people. They are ignorant of accour
and ledger. Some big land owners exploit their illiteracy, cheat them, ¢
plunder their fertile land. They don't stop only with that. They torture th
They deny food. They make them die of starvation. They make them as t
slaves,
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