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157. Atrocities ofBonded Labour Svstem
Portraved in Mahasweta Devi's

Select Short Stories

I)r. T- Muraleeswari
Principal

Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore - 641 029.

Introduction

lt is a world that anticipates cqual rights and respect !o each and every_

creature. The time today ha! raised a heavy f)ag to suppon lhe ideat societl
thal givcs imponance to equality and equal .ightr of all human beings. Evei
at fiis juncture, many in lhe world do not cnjoy such sovcreignty in then
world, People livc a threateoed life-a country threatens its neighbouring
countryl and a Inan firearcns his neighbor Evcrybody develops a rendenc).

of domina ng oiher around. Colonial cncounter across thc world during th.
p.evious certury is a clear example to provc this slatcmant, Such tendenct
of domimtior has led to ano$er kind of slav€ry-bonded labour syst.m.
Allhough bondcd labour syslem ha! bccn abolishcd in our country, it is sril
practic€d behind the screen. Similar situarions in Bihar. Jharkhand, and Wcst
Bengal have b€cn clearly depicled in Mahas*cra Devi's shon Btories.

Mahasweta Devi, a prominent Bengali writer dedicates her entire lif.
for the w€lfare ofthe oppressed and suppressed, panicularly the tribal peopl.
She wrires in support of such people. She attacks even lhe cenlral and !h.
s!a!e gov€rnmenl for rheir carelessness and irresponsible attitude
lhe tribal p€ople, because rhcy are ill-trcated by thc locd nalib, in lhe
of bonded labour syslcm. Though this kind of bonded labour system i
abolished. the local landlords cheat the tribal peopl€ by exploiting
ignorance and ill,terscy. This is whar Mahasweta dcals with in her D,rrr
,he irad, and "The FairyBle of Rajabasha," and othcr shon stories.

Everybody lov€s to live a pcaceful and ind€p€ndcnt lif€. It is app
lo the rribal people also, Bur lhey are renchandy to(ur€d. Th€y live
interior and remotc pans oflndia. Thcy livc in for€st apan from the mainstrc.
society. They are not well educated people. They arc ignorant of accou,
and ledg€r Some big ladd owners exploit their illiteracy, chear them,3
plunder th€ir fenil€ land. They dor't stop only with that. Tbey tonure th,
They d.ry food. They makc them die of starvation. They make them as i
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