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151. Feminism in Indian Sub Continent - an

Introduction

Dr. P. Sujatha & Dr. R Sumathi
Assistant Professors, Departmeft of English

Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore.

Feminisminlndia is a setofmovements aimed at defining. establishing.

and defending equal political. economic, and social rights and equal

opportunities for Indian women. Il is the pursuit of women\ rights within

rhe society of lndia. Likc their feminisl counterpans all ov€r the world.
feminists in India seek Sender equalily: the right to work for equal wages.

fie right ro equal access to heahh and education, and equal political rights.

Indiatr feninists also have fought against culture-specific issues withi.
lndia's parnarchal society, such as inheritance laws and $€ practice of widoq

immolation known as Sali.

The history of feminism in India can be divid€d inlo three phascs: tI.
first phase, beginning in the mid-nineteenlh ccntury. iniliated whcn malc

European colonists bcgan to speak out against fie social evils of Salii ii.
second phase, from 1915 to tndian independence, when Candhi incorporatc.
women's movcmerts into the Quil India movemen! and indcpendent women i
orSanisations began to emer8e; and finally, the lhird phasc, posi_

independenc., which has focused on fair treatmcnt of women at home afit
msniag., in the work force and ight lo polilical padty.

Despitc the progress made by Indian feminist movem.nts, women lilEl
in mod€m India still face many issues of discrimination. India\ pariarcba

culture has made the process of Saining land-ownership rights and acccii
to education challenging. In the last two decades, there has also emcrgci t
disturbinS trcnd of sex-selectiv€ abortion. To Indian feminists, thesc !:
sc.n as injustices wonh srugglinS againsl.

Unlike the western feminisl movemen!.Indiat movcment was inili
by men, and later joined by women. The efforts of these men i
abolishir8 srti, which was a widow's death by burning on her

funeral pyrc, the custom of child marriage, abolishing the disfiSurin!
widows, banning the arriage of upper casle Hindu widows, pro

wonlen's educaton, oblaining legal righls for women to own proPen!"

requiring thc law to acknowledS. women\ slatus by Sranting thcm
righB in mart€rs such as adoption.

The l9'i century was *Ie p€riod that saw a majonty of women\ i

come under the spotlight and reforms beSan to be made. Much of ihe
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