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82. Pastoral Rotnances in Thomas Hanly's uUniler
the Green Wood Tree"

Dr.T.Muraleeswari
Principal & Associate

Professor ofEnglish
Kongunadu Afis and Science Collegc

Coimbatore 641 029.

I have done wrong, and I dont like to tell it ! Nobody will
'brgive me, nobody ! and you above allwill not !

Hardy had completed the novel Under the Green Wood Tree
r the surnmer of 1871, and was published by Tinsley Brothers in
\Iay 1872. Although the novel deals wilh a slightly earlier period,
--_.at of Hardy's own youth, it was a success not as a best seller but
-nique among Hardy's novels. He gave it more topographical
:.fiflition c-rd changed the place names to conform to the'Wessex'
: rn which he had adopted for the series ofnovels he proj ected.

Reading the novel Under the Green Wood Tree. IJslie
li.phen sent Hardy a letter of appreciation with an object ofgetting a
:e: story for his magazine: "Though I do not want a murder in every
r-:nb€r, it is necessary to catch the attention of rcaders by some
: ::inct and well arranged plot". The keynote is rural cham and its
r--:eal perennial. Homce Moule had found Under the Green Wood
l= " remarkable for its fideliry to truth".

The fifth scene ofAct two of Shakespearc's " As you like iC'
tirns withAmiens song:

Under the Greed Wood Tree
Who lovestolie withme
And tum his merry nole
Unto the sweet bird's throat
Come hilher, come hither, come hitlEr

The novel which takes its title from the sory assefis social

-v- The pages of the idyll at first intended ro Undet ihe Grceo

0@6 @dth 433
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