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120. HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS IN JANE
AUSTEN’S PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

Dr. P. CHITRA

Assistant Professor of English
Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore 641 029

Literature is a form of human expression. While it is physically writter
in words, these words come alive in the imagination of the mind, and it
ability to comprehend the complexity or simplicity of the text. Literature is of
great importance and is studied upon as it provides the ability to connect
human relationships, and define what is right and what is wrong. Therefore.
words are alive more than ever before. Literature is both the foundation of
human knowledge and the record of human experience.

As one of the genres of literature is that the novel is only one of many
possible prose narrative forms. It shares with other narratives, like the epic
and the romance, two basic characteristics: a story and a story-teller. A
novel is a long, fictional narrative which describes intimate human
experiences. The rise of the novel as an important literary genre is generally
associated with the growth of the middle class in England. Its heroes are
men and women like us, and its chief interest, as D.H. Lawrence said “Let us
learn from the novel. In the novel, the characters can do nothing but live. If
they keep on being good, according to pattern, or bad, or even volatile, they
cease to live, and the novel falls dead. A character in a novel has got to live.
or it is not” (Enright 288). The writers of both the eighteenth and the
nineteenth centuries had great set-backs in advancing their literary talents.

Jane Austen (1775-1817), born in the intervening of two most productive
periods of English literature after the Elizabethan period, is seen to have
embodied the temperament of both the Augustan as well as the Romantic
Period as pointed out by Kumar Chandradeep as “Jane Austen is a novelist
of classic ecstasy and exuberance there delicacy of thought, a sense of
balance and a serene reasonableness” (Ray 33). The later part of the
eighteenth and the earlier part of the nineteenth centuries are commonly
considered to cover the Romantic Movement. The period is noted for
constant wars and reformations to which the people of England had to
adjust. They includes like novels of manners, the novel of reform and Gothic
novel where continued in 19® century by writers termed to be realistic,
propagandist and romantic. Wars at home and overseas resulted in political
as well as social unrest affecting their physical, intellectual, economic and
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