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120. HTJMAN RELATIONSHIPS IN JANE
AUSTEN'S PRIDE AND PRB,JT]DICE

Dr. P. CHITR{
Assistant Professor of Engli*

Kongunadu Arts and Science Colleg.
Coimbatore 641 029

Lii.rature is a form ofhuman expression. Wltile il is physically writt.r
in words. these words come alive in the imasination of the mind. and it!
ability to @mpreherd the compl€xiry or simpliciry of fie rext. Literairrc is or

great importance and is studied upon as il provides lhe ability ro conne.r
hum r€lationships. and define whar is righr atd what; wrong. Thereforc
words are alivc morc than ever before. Literatue is both the foundation oi
human knowledge and rhe mord ot huma, e{perience

As one of lhe genres of literature is that the novel is only one of mm\
possible prose narative forms. h shdes wirh other nuatives, like the epi.
and the romance, two basic characteristicsr a story and a story'teller. A
novel is a long, fictionll narrative which describes intimate human
experiences. The rise of the novcl as an imporlanl litertry genre is generall)
associared with lhe growrh of rhe middle class in England- lrs heroes e
men and women like us, and its chiefinterest. ns D.H. Lawrence said 'Let us

leam from fte novel. In lhc nolel, $e chmcleB can do nolhinS bul live. Ii
they keep on beitrg good, according to pattern, or bad, or even volatile. the)
ccas to live, and ihc novel fails d€ad- A character in a novel has 8ol to li!e.
or it is nof' (Enrighl 288). The writers of borh the eighreenlh and the

nineleenih centuries had great s€t backs i. adv cing their lit€rary lalents.

JaneAusten (1775 l8l7), bom in lhe inlervenins of two most productile
periods of English literature after fte Elizabethan period, is seen to hale
embodied tle temperament of both the Augustan as well as the Romantic
Pcriod as poinled oul by Kumar Chddradeep 6 "Jane Auslen is a novelisr
of classic ecstasy and eiuberance there delicacy of thought, a sense of
balance and a serene reasonableness" (Ray 3l). The later part of the
eighteenth and rhe earlier pan of fie nineteen$ centuries are commonlt
coDsid€red to cover rhe Ronantic Movemenl. The period is noted for
consranl wars and reformations ro which the people of England had 1o

adjust. They includes like novels of manners. the novel oI retorm and Gothic
novel where continu.d in l9'r c.ntury by write.s termed to be realistic.
propagndisl llnd romantic. wan at home and oversear resulted in political
as well as social unrcst aff@lin8 their physical, intellectunl, economic and
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