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163. Hardyan Cosmos

Dr. T. Muraleeswari
Assnciate Professor & Head

Deparfiient of English
Kongunadu Arts and Science College

Coimbatore - 641 029.

This plper focuses on lo look inlo lhe facets of aaScdy in lhe Hard) $
Universe and to establish that the Pessimisr novelist's vision oflife is indeec

oplimistlc. Hardy s protagonists, though victims of the $ueliy of NaiuR

Society, God and Fale emerge wjlh the light of hope.

The lerm lragedy' refers lo fie sonowful falalily of the charader!

lite. It deals *ith pain and sulfering, and yct. like all other foms ol an ,:

seNcs as a source of pledsure. Hardy\ ponrryal of prot0gonists establish._

rhe falalily in molr of his novels. Hardy\ flavour ol lragedy has a uniqu
rane and ir is differ€d irom rhe orher nov€lists- The Hardyan concepl .'
tragedy is compfed wilh Shak€speare s. wher lhe humble heroes a.:
heroines of Hardy suifer and lau from grace, the effect is as 'Cathanic .'
rhat of Shakespearean tragedy. But Hardyan tragedy does not discourc€:
or cause despair. Il is elevstiD8 and siimuhting and does nol shake one '
fairh in life, all the more il strengthens.

Th? Retum ol the Notive hus come to be rccognised as one of Hurd\ '
masrerpieces. It is a tragedy of the human will, believing itself free \.
ceaselessly enlangled and ihwarled by external forces. The novel releal. i
deep and most moviry love of the natural world.

Thc Malor .t Caslerbtkls. is fte finesr of Hddy.s novels and is :1
srim relenlless march ofill'lortune ttuough the life of the chiefchdacter .
conlincingly described. The novel ends otr a hope because of r:,
protagonist Henchard\ siren8th of will and his determinalioo to under!

suffenn8 and deprivalion lo atone for his sins.

Tess of th, D Ufie^illes is a tale ol a calamity as old as human nalLl
All the forces of a merciless destiny are runged aSainst a woman made : '
lole and happines. So. delermined h Hardy on brturing Tess and Pro\ :,!

rhal life is piriless he oversleps the bounds of psycholo8ical probabll

The readers' hcart is ro suffer lhe agony of seeinE a lender and lo\::r
woman. doSgcd by misfortuncs, commiltinS murder dnd being sentence!

.Iude the obscure is considered the darkesl of Hardy s rov€ls and

rhe story of war saged beNecn the flesh and spiit. The life of the charr.:-

follow a tragi
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