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163. Hardyan Cosmos

Dr. T. Muraleeswari

! Associate Professor & Head
Department of English

Kongunadu Arts and Science College

Coimbatore - 641 029.

This paper focuses on to look into the facets of tragedy in the Hardyan
Universe and to establish that the Pessimist novelist’s vision of life is indeed
optimistic. Hardy's protagonists, though victims of the cruelty of Nature.
Society, God and Fate emerge with the light of hope.

The term ‘tragedy’ refers to the sorrowful fatality of the characters
life. It deals with pain and suffering, and yet, like all other forms of art,
serves as a source of pleasure. Hardy’s portrayal of protagonists establishes
the fatality in most of his novels. Hardy’s flavour of tragedy has a unique
taste and it is differed from the other novelists. The Hardyan concept of
tragedy is compared with Shakespeare’s. When the humble heroes and
heroines of Hardy suffer and fall from grace, the effect is as ‘Cathartic’ 2
that of Shakespearean tragedy. But Hardyan tragedy does not discourage
or cause despair. It is elevating and stimulating and does not shake one’s
faith in life, all the more it strengthens.

The Return of the Native has come to be recognised as one of Hardy «
masterpieces. It is a tragedy of the human will, believing itself free ye
ceaselessly entangled and thwarted by external forces. The novel reveals &
deep and most moving love of the natural world.

The Mayor of Casterbridge is the finest of Hardy's novels and is
grim relentless march of ill- fortune through the life of the chief character «
convinecingly described. The novel ends on a hope because of 15e
protagonist Henchard’s strength of will and his determination to underz:
suffering and deprivation to atone for his sins.

Tess of the D'Urbervilles is a tale of a calamity as old as human narus
All the forces of a merciless destiny are ranged against a woman made ©
love and happiness. So, determined is Hardy on torturing Tess and proviss
that life is pitiless he oversteps the bounds of psychological probabilit:
The readers’ heart is to suffer the agony of seeing a tender and lovate
woman, dogged by misfortunes, committing murder and being sentenced «
death.

Jude the obscure is considered the darkest of Hardy's novels and = &
the story of war waged between the flesh and spirit. The life of the characi==
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