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Dr. T. Muraleeswari

Anita Desai’s Clear Light of Day explores the imagery
of Modern Women
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355. Anita Desai’s Clear Light of Day explores
the imagery of Modern Women

Dr. T. Muraleeswar:

Principal & Associate Professor of Engliss
Kongunadu Arts and Science Collegs
Coimbatore - 641 02°

Anita Desai is one of the popular Indo-Anglican novelist. He
Psychological themes and characterization in her novels has developed "
Indian novel in English. Her novels are deeply moving stories of individu:
and also constitute an artistic success through images . symbols and oth=
poetic devices. Anita Desai has given a new dimension to. her novels *
shifting the emphasis from outer to inner reality. Many of her characters find
the real world too harsh, difficult, unpleasant and too complex.

The novelists treatment of her theme begins as a simple personal stos
of an individual woman gradually developing into a under conflict for b
identity and ends up exploring possibilities of transition in the traditi s
bound Indian Society. She records the dilemmas faced by Indian Urb:
individuals and represents the pain and conflict of the modern educa:
women that struggle between tradition and modernity on the one hand &
individuality and independence on the other hand.

Anita Desai’s female protagonists are not merely case studies
psychosis and neurosis. they are living individuals interested in life with =
its hopes, distress and frustrations. The protagonists are not heroes o
heroines, absolute in strength or with human weakness, but ordinary huma
beings with normal human limitations.

The novel “Clear Light of Day” is known for its unmatched powe:
conveying the atmosphere of decadence. It takes place in Delhi in the summ
of 1947 — the year of India’s independence and partition. The politic
implications of Indian independence are reflected in the character’s inn
turmoils the contractions between desire and necessity are examined as !
shaping forces in the character’s lives.

Anita Desai’s novel, Clear Light of Day, is a small treasure rich
finely drawn characters, redolent with arresting imagery, and evocative
an India which challenges its inhabitants to survive the relentle
environment. This story of change acknowledges the need to capitulate
that which is inevitable, and, in doing so, the characters experience love =
hostility, resentment and acceptance, forgiveness and hate,
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