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Anita Desal's Ckar ti8lir a/Dd\ explores lhe imagery

of Modem women
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355. Anita Desai's Clear Light of Day explores

the imagery of Modern Women

Dr.'1. Nluralees$ar
Principll & Associate Professor of Engli .

KongLrnadu i\fl s and Sciencc Collei,
Coirnbatore - 6,1 I [)]

Aniia Desai is one ol lhe poptrlar lndo-Anglican novelist. H:
Psychological themei and chrracteriTrtion in her novels hlts developed

Indian novel in English. Hcr novels rre deeply novinS stories of individu,
and also constirutc an rrlislic success thron-qh intages. slmboh rnd olf:
poetic deliccs. Anita Dcsai h,rs given a ne$ dnnension to. her novels _

shifting the enphasis liom outer ro inner reality. Many of her cha.acle.s t _

the real world too harsh. difiiculi, unpleas.nt and too complex.

Thc no\.clists rre enl of her theme bcsins !s I simple pe6o.al sr.

of an individurl soman gndually deleloping inlo a under conflicl for I
identity and ends up exploring possibil;ties of transition in lhe tradirl
bound Indian Society. She records the dilemmas faced b) Indian Urh
indi!idulls and represents rhe pain od conilict of the modern educa:.
women thar srruggle berween lradition and modemity on lhe one hand.
nrdividurlity and independen.e on the olhcr hand.

Anita Desai s female proragonisls are not merely case srudie'
ps),chosis and neurosis. fiey rre livnrg individuals inlerested in life wit1l

its hopcs. di(ress and frunrations. The prollsolists are not heroes -
heroines, absolule in strengrh o. with hunun wcdkncss. but ordjnary hn'r
bejngs with normrl human limirations.

The nolel 'Clea. Lighr of Da) is known ior ns unmalched pos.r
con\cying the almo\phere of decadeDce. Il takcs place in Delhi in the sumr
of l9:17 the year of India s indepeDdencc rnd partition. The polnL.

implications ol Indian independence arc rcflccted in the characteas in

turmoils thc con[rctions between desire and neccssitv 3re elamined a\

shaping lorccs in the (hi.acleis liles.

Anih Desai's na\el, Clear Lighl d/ Dar: is a small treasure ri.h
litrcly drllwn characlers. r.dolert with aresting imagery. and elocatne
.n lDdid which challenges its inhabilints to sur\.ive !he rele.Ili
en!ironmcnt. This story of chanSe a.kno$lcdgcs fie need to capirular.
rhat $hich is ine!ilable. and. in doirg so. thc charucters experience lole
hostility. rcsenrmcnt and acceptance, lbrgiveness atrd hate.
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