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356. THE UNFLINCHING CAPACITY FOR
, ENDURANCE: SANTIAGO IN THE OLD
MAN AND THE SEA

Dr.T. Muraleeswar:

Associate Professor of English & Principa
Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore

Most of Hemingway’s novels emphasize what men cannot do, ant
define the world’s limitations, cruelties, or built-in evil. The Old Man and =
Sea is remarkable for its stress on what men can do and on the world as =
arena where heroic deeds are possible. This parable of man’s struggle wi
the natural world, his noble courage and endurance fetched Hemingway the
Pulitzer Prize.

The Old Man and the Sea tells the story of Santiago, an old Cu
fisherman who has been unlucky for eighty four days in his attempt to ¢
a fish. He has burrowing his skiff to the gulf-stream for so long without
avail. On the eighty fifth day, he goes far out into the sea. On the sez
thinks and remembers the young boy Manolin who used to accompany
and with whom he used to talk of better days when he was a great fishe
and of the heroes of baseball. In the afternoon of that day he hooks a g
marlin. The marlin is eighteen feet long, and is so strong that it tows Santi
and his Skiff. For the two days, it continues to tow the skill till Santiage
exhausted but he doesn’t give up either, it is a clash of both wit and stre
On the morning of the third day he succeeds in harpooning the fish
pitching all his skill and warning strength he is able to lash the marlin to
side of the boat and he sets out on the return journey. On the way howes
sharks attack and eat away the marlin. He fights with the sharks with al’ |
strength and minimal means — a small knife leashed to the tiller. Whe=
reaches the shore he is completely exhausted and all that is left of the
is its skeleton. Santiago is defeated but not really, his victory is his
struggle.

Man in his struggle against life and in his struggle to attain some |
of goal needs both an inner and an outer source of strength and stam
This is because the goal is a high objective. So high that it is awe insp=
as much as the marlin’s beauty and dignity drew the love and respect of
Old Man. For the Old man there are many sources from which he
strength and inspiration. The most apparent symbolism is the symbolis=
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