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356. THE UNFLINCHING CAPACITYFOR
ENDURANCE: SANTIAGO IN THE OLD

MANANDTHE SEA

Dr. T. Muraleesw.ri
Associate Professorof English & Principa

Kongunadu Arts and Science CollEr
Coimbatorc

Most of Hemingway s novels emphasize what men cannol do.
deline the world's limitalions, cruelties, or built.in evil. The Old Man and
Sea is remarkable for its slress on what men can do and on the world as

arena where heroic deeds ar€ possible. This parabl€ of man's slruggle r
lhe natuml world, his noble counge and endumnce fetched Hemingva)

The Old Man and lhe Sea tells the story of Santiago, an old
fishennan who has been unlucky for eighty tbur days in hjs attempt lo
a lish. He has burrolving his skif to the gulf-srream tor so long withoul
avail. On lhe eighty frtlh day, he goes far our into the sea. On lhe sea

thinks and remembers th€ young boy Manolin who used lo accompar)
and with whom he used tu ralk olbetter days when hc was a great
and ofthe heroes of baseball. ln rhe aflemoon of that day he hooks a
marlin. The marlin is eighteen Let lonA, and is so stmnS that il rows SanIL

and his Skim For the two days, it coDtiDues lo tow lhe skill till Santiagc
exhaust€d bul he doesnl give up either, it is a clash of both wit and
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On ihe morning of rhe third day he succeeds in harpooning the fish
pilchirg all his skill and warning strenath he is able to lash the madin n
side oflhe boat and he sets out on the retum jouflrey. Onrheway
sharks atiack and eat away lhe marlin. He Uehts wilh the sharks with all
strenglh and minimal means a small knife leashed to the tiller Wher
reaches the shore he is compler€ly exhausted and all that is leli ofthe
is its skeleton. Santiago k defeated bul nol really, his victory is his
slruggle.

Man in his struggle against life and in his struggle to artain some
ol 8oa1 needs botfi an nrner and an outer source ol slrengrh and
This is because the goal is a high objective. So high thal ir is awe

OId Man. For the Old man there are many sources from which he

as much as the marlin's beauty and dignity drew the love and respecl o:

nrcnlrh and inspiration 'fhc most apparent symbolisrn is the symboli!-
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