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116. Ethnomedicinal plants used by the Irula
tribals of the Sirumugai, Western Ghats of

Tanfl Nadu,India

H.AbduI KafforA. Venkatachalapathi, S. Jagathes Kumar
Departmenrof Botany,Kongunadu*.H$r1,:i::%T,ffI

Coimbatore _ 641Oig'.

t bstract

An ethnobotanicar survey was conducted to secure information''rlable on the use of medicinar pront, if the Irular tribes inhaiiri,g:umu_qai, Mettupalayam, Western Ghut, of 
'Tarnil 

Nadu a."irg ,fr"l"ri"A\Iarch, 2013 to May. 2014. Ethnomedicinal information ,""rr-r"irr"*O- ,ugh interviews ancl group discussions with 7 randomly selected'fmants and fierd trips. The si.,dy ."u"oi"J an extensive use of g-5 species':ributed in 3g famiries for treating more than 65 airrnents. Herbs wer.e thert commonly used. More than half of the formulations *","'0."0_.0. 
' leaves' Nevertheless, many of the rernedies reported rr"." ir,'" u".g"r,

':J tbr in-depth future stuclies of -uny uuroti..a curiures, u, tr.," t,ro*i"og",: lost will be lost forever.

Keywords: Ethnobotany, Irula tribals, Sirumugai, Mettupaiayam,..tem Ghats of Tamil Nadu.

ttroduction

Ethno medicinal system known as relationship between peoples and.nce (Adebayo-Tayo et at., 20-lO).According to Worlcl ff"uftf, Orgrri^tionHO) up to 80% of the popularions in ,ornI der"lopirg ."rri.i!r'O"r*O- n rhe traditional meclicine (WHO, 2015). In India is the predominantty' i:lSS medicinar plants countries and delivered the traditional medicinai. iedge' Many ethnic communities are dispersed alr over the counrry- these people are still totally depenaea on'tocut traditionai medicinal:m for their healthcare (Haidar et at., 2013). The use of ..Ji._uf 
-plonr,

-. been described as prevalent i, g.oup, with poor socioeconomicritions and less access to formal eduJation'(aaoo, 200g). Ethno medicinalis are used to various infectious disease and disorders rike dysentery,drseases, hypertension, headache, Ooits, Uiirt".r, rheumatism ancl gout,
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