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116. Ethnomedicinal Plants used by the Irula
tribals of the Sirumugai, Western Ghats of
% Tamil Nadu, India

H. Abdul Kaffor A. Venkatachalapathi, S. J agathes Kumar
and T. Baluprakash

Department of Botany, Kongunadu Arts and Science College,
Coimbatore - 641 029.

Abstract

An ethnobotanical survey was conducted to secure information
“vailable on the use of medicinal plants by the Irular tribes inhabiting
virrumugai, Mettupalayam, Western Ghats of Tamil Nadu during the period
£ March, 2013 to May, 2014. Ethnomedicinal information was gathered
arough interviews and group discussions with 7 randomly selected
2formants and field trips. The study revealed an extensive use of 85 species
“stributed in 39 families for treating more than 65 ailments. Herbs were the
“ost commonly used. More than half of the formulations were prepared
om leaves. Nevertheless, many of the remedies reported here the urgent
“=ed for in-depth future studies of many unnoticed cultures, as the knowledge
“ace lost will be lost forever.

Keywords: Ethnobotany, Irula tribals, Sirumugai, Mettupalayam,
‘estern Ghats of Tamil Nadu.

Introduction

Ethno medicinal system known as relationship between peoples and
<ience (Adebayo-Tayo ef al., 2010). According to World Health Organization
“HO) up to 80% of the populations in some developing countries depend
“ron the traditional medicine (WHO, 2015). In India is the predominantly
~ossess medicinal plants countries and delivered the traditional medicinal
“mowledge. Many ethnic communities are dispersed all over the country
@4 these people are stil] totally depended on local traditional medicinal
sstem for their healthcare (Haidar e al., 2013). The use of medicinal plants

“is been described as prevalent in groups with poor socioeconomic
“oaditions and less access to formal education (Addo, 2008). Ethno medicinal
F=nts are used to various infectious disease and disorders like dysentery,
“n diseases, hypertension, headache, boils, blisters, rheumatism and gout,
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