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133. Realistic Portrayal of Society in the Select
Short Stories of Nanjil Nadan.

Prof. S. Nagaraja

Head, Department of English
Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore.

Introduction

Many English novelists who started their career as writers of short
stories and Nanjil Nadan, the celebrated Tamil writer, is not an exception. His
Viratham (eflygib) published in 1975, is a story conceived during a train
ourney out of the empathy he felt towards a starving elderly fellow passenger.
I'his paved the way for what he is today as an accomplished writer in Tamil.
Iwo years later, his first novel Thalaikeel Vihithangal (see&
alldlgmisear) in 1977 is an immediate success. It deals with the modern
couth’s challenge in balancing his hunt for materials and the reality of life.
With his first short story collection bearing the title Theivangal Onaygal
\dugal (Qeuieumiser @pruiser JSpBser) in 1981, Nanjil Nadan's
contributions to the contemporary Tamil literature is significant as he has
<o far completed 125 short stories, seven novels, two anthology of poems
and 330 essays, besides one of his novels was translated into English. His
hort story collection entitled Soediva Poo Soodarka (&Quw Lf @GLDS)
no wonder fetched him the covetous Sahitya Academy award in 2011.

Among the modern writers in English, the Russian playwright and
nort story writer Anton Chekhov, considered to be one of the masters of
«nort fiction and perhaps the most enviable storyteller of all time, is well-
«nown for his profound insight into the universal human conditions in his
~orks. However, the same critics are of the view that most of his short
“cuons are melancholic lyricism rather than realism. They are narrated with
i artistic expression about the human ordeals in an imaginative way. On the
woer mand, Leo Tolstoy, his contemporary. is often characterised by moralistic
s zscetic world views, of course blended with plenty of realism. Thus, it is
~+wous that short stories of any sort are not or cannot be refrained from the
“epiction of realism of the human realm.

Before delving into the chief objective of the present article, let me first
-uss how far Nanjil Nadan does fall in line with the classical definition of
"t story, significantly the chief characteristics employed by Chekhov
w Tolstoy. Edgar Allan Poe suggests that a reader should take only thirty




