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133. Realistic Portraval of Society in the Select

Short Stories of Nanjil Nadan.

Prof. S. Nagaraja
Head, Department of English

Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore.

lntroduction
Many Enelish novelists who sran€d 6eir car.er as wrilers of sho.t

.rories and Nhjil Nadan. the cel€brabd Tamil writer is not m exc€ption. His
ti.othai, (nfirqlil) published i, 1975, is a story €onc€ived during a lrain
numey oul ofthe empathy he fch towards a starving eld€rly fellow passenger.

T}),\ payed $e way for what he is today as an accomplished wrir€r in Tamil-
T*o years larer. his firsr novel Thalai*eel Vihithndgal (Ua.,30
.rElp,,i6.i) in 1977 is an immediaE success. n deals wnh (he modern

'ourh\ challencc in balancing his hunt for malerials and th€ realily of life.
\rrh his firsr shon sbry coll€crion bearinl he riig Theitangal Onafgal
tdtlsat (Arlt.,rrsdt ,prd6d {,O..i') ir 1981, Nanjil Nadan'r
:.nribution\ ro lhe cooremporary Tamil lireralure is sigtrificant as he has

-r far complered 125 short srories. seven novels, rwo anthology ot poems

!t'd 150 essays. besides one of his nov€ls was tanslated into English. His
.hon srory collection enrirled Soodiy Poo Sooda*n (6qlrj rJ OLo.)
.o sonder febhed him thc coverous Sahirya Academy aw&d in 201L

Among the modern writers in English. the Russian playwright and
-hon story writer Anlon Chekhov. considered to be one of the masters of
-hofl fiction and perhaps the mo$ enviable sloryleller of all lime. is well'
rnosn for his profoud insighl into the univeBal human condirions in his
rorks. However. the same crilics are of lhe view that mosl of his shon
:ltions are melancholic lyricism rather than realism. They de nanared with
i anistic exprcssion abour rhe human ordcals in an imaginadve way. On the
G _-J. Lro Tolstoy, his conremporary. is oflen characterised by moralistic

-: -i.u. sorld views, of course blended wi$ plenly of rcalism. Thus, n is
..i{i $ar shon stories of any son me nor or carml be refrain€d fmm the

t!,.ion of r€alism of the human realm.

Before delving inlo the chiefobjective of the presenl anicle.ler mc first
:,-.r how far Nanjil Nadan does fall in line wirh rhe classical definition of
.:. :1 itory. significantly th€ chief characrerislics employed by Chekhov
6r Iolsloy. Edgar Allan Poe suggesis that a reader should take only lhiny


