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who terrorizes the region, is a loner with long tusks. The Kurumba tribespeople wh inh oot N

§ forest avoid him because he is unpredictable.Usually, if the tribal people came across a t er &

animals would walk back into the forest and leave the people alone.” (27). However, Rang,
'was different. He seemed to enjoy frightening people, as if he had a grudge against mankind. He
used to appear suddenly and then make a mock charge, but almost never actually hurting anyone.
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However, things took an ugly turn when the German photographer, Mr. Kronhaage
too close despite warnings from the animal, which was in musth. The angry elephant lifted the
photographer and his camera clean off the ground, threw them down and stamped on them.
M his is described by father to daughter, perhaps to make her realize the very real dangers of the
orest, and how respecting the private spaces of animals was a prerequisite tor survival.

Rangappa, when provoked turned into a killer and had nine deaths to his record. Sc:)mme1

eople were demanding that he be shot: “They wer¢ discussing Rangappa as if he was. i
riminal, Atiya thinks sadly, and wonders quite corr'ectly, “Why do we humans alr’ays think we

an reason things out better than the animals who share the earth with us? ... “Itf Kro aa
f#ad given some more 'spacé to Rangappa; 1f he had not invaded 1t with total disrespect 101 th

nimal, things could have been different” (1 13).

St. Prof. of English, KogunuArt & Science College, Coimbatore.
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