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.255. Tracing the Component ofArtistry in
Nathaniel llanthotne's The Scarlet lzlter

Dr. R. Sumathi & Dr. P. Sujatha
Assistant Professors of English

Kongunadu Arts and Science College
Coimbatore,

Hawthome's genius found ils lircst expression in flre S& et Letter.
his firsl and greai€st long story. The Scarlet leuer is prominenr for
Hawthome s compleE command ovcr detail and subject in rhe book. This
ielearch paper divide its analysis of his artistry inlo lwo main secrion:

The architectonics or the rymm€ry of ihe plot

r The symbolisn and languaSe

On June 1642, in the Puritan rown of Boston. a crowd 8alhem ro *ilness
]re punishmenl of Hesler Prynne. a young wonan found guilty of adultery.
ihe is required 1() wed a scarlel _A ("A" is the symbol of adultery and
.hame) on her dress. Forthermore. she must srand on lhc scaffold for lhEe
rours. exposed lo public humilialion. As Hester approaches rhe scaffold.
trany ofthe women in the crowd are angered by her beauty and quiet dignity.

^hen 
d€manded and cajoled to name the lkh€r of her child. Hester refuses.

As H€srer look out over the crowd, she norices a small, nisshapen
:an and re.ognizes him a5 her long-losi husband- who has been pEsumed
.r!t at sea. When the husband sees Hesrer\ shame- he asks a man in the
:l)wd about her and is iold the story of his wife s aduhery. He angrily
:lclaims that the child\ farher rhe pander iD the adulterous scr, should also
r punished rnd vows !o find rhe man. He chooses a new name - Roser
lrillingworth - to aid him in his plan.

Reverend John Wilson and rhe minister of her church- Anhur
:_amesdale. question Heste( but she rcfuss to name her love. Afler she
::ums ro her prison cell, rhejailer bnngs in Roger ChillinBwonh. a ph)sician.
r ialm Hester and her child with his roots and herbs. Dismissing rhe jailer.
l- llinstronh fir{ rrear\ Pearl. Hc and He.rer ha\e rn npen con!erar,ol
--iardinS their maniage and the frct that they were both in rhe wrong. He.

' rer hoivever. is another matter rnd he demands ro know who it i5 and
refuses lo divulge such information- He acceprs rhis and stares $!r

cill find out aDyway and also forces her to never reveal thar he is he.
lband- lf she cver does so, he warns her, he will destroy th€ child s fafter

r agrees to Chillingwonht t€rms even though she susp€cts she uill
ir.
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