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Abstract:

Women working in the unorganized sector, street vendors and deily wagers
mcluding domestic workers have had to face sharper repercussions after completely
losing their hivehihoods in the wake of the pandemic. Apart from losing mcomes and
being evicted from homes, they face the additional threat of sexual harassment
Currently, there is even strong negative measures and view prevailing against street
vending both by the local government and by the formal business operators. In
addition, street vendors face many problems in the course of mnning their activities.
Strect vendors form a very important segment of informal sector. Street vendors offer
goods and services for sale without having a8 permanent built up structure to satisfy
the demands of urban poor’s and urban youth.

Keywords: Unorganized Sector, Street Vendors, Women Entrepreneur, Pandemic
Perod.
Introduction

Gender disparities sharpen dunng calamitics and conflicts making the burden
waorse. So it has been for the mmpact of the Covidl% pandemic lockdown. While
migrant labourers and workers from the unorganized sector in general have been
utterty igmored by the policy making of this government. women from this sector
have it worse. Many have been evicted from therr homes. have lost ther jobs and
face an uncertain impact on their livelihoods.

Women wordng in the unorganized sector, street vendors and daily wagers
includimg domestic workers have had to face sharper repercussions after completely

Mb|Pag



ICSSR SPONSORED ONE DAY NATIONAL LEVEL SEMINAR ON CHALLENGES AND PROBLEMS FACED BY

WOMEN ENTREFRENEUR 1N INDLAN SOCIETY AFTER COVID-1% PANDEMIC
G Volume 1 - 1SHN: 978-93-5701-450-2
14th Sepramber 2022

losing their hivelihoods in the wake of the pandemic. Apart from losing mcomes and
being evicted from homes, they face the additional threat of sexual harassment.

There are roughly 2 crore hawkers in India. 1/3 of this population consists of
women street vendors who mostly sell their wares i weekly haats! streets’ roadside
stalls or by helping their families / husbands in the back-end work. The street as a
workspace for women 15 doubly imsecure, with them being more vulnerable to the
constant threatl of sexual harassment.

Statement of the Problem

However, despile its increasing importance m the total economy {especially
for urban poor in the city), policies, regulations, services, infrastructure facilities and
institutional support programme are not available for the street vending and the
environment under which the vendor operate their business are not sutable for their
health and wellbeing. In addition to this, there 1= no proper attention, which 15 given
to street vending by policy makers, decision makers, and planners. Currently, there 1s
even strong negative measures and view prevailing agamst streel vending both by the
local government and by the formal business operators. In addition, street vendors
face many problems in the course of nmning their activities. 1t is therefore, the focus
of this study 1s to assess the challenges snd prospects of street vending in Coimbatore
Ohjectives

» To idenify socio-economic and environmental impact of street vending.

# To identfy the major constrmints that faces the vendors while operating their
business,
Research Methodology

The rescarch 15 adopted on non-probability sampling. The area of the study 15
limited to Coimbatore district The study conducted from December 2020 to
February 2021. The sample size of 100 respondents 1o know the consumer preference
towards women sireet vendors and respondents were from all age groups chosen
randomly. It 15 conducted using convemient sampling method. To evaluate the
objectives of the study, required data were collected from prnimary as well as
secondary sources.

Hypaothesis
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# There 15 no sigmficant relationship between the problems faced by the respondents

and their Chverall perception about the street vendors

Review of Literature

Karthikevan, R. and Mangaleswaran, R. (2013} conducted a study focusing on the

“Vulnerability of street vendors m Java”. The study found that most of the street

vendors, especially the woman vendors experience vulnerabality at the higher level.

Vulnerability also vanes across the locations of vending.

Beman J. (1995) sadly remster his views that neither the government statistics nor

the other official censuses do not bring out the excessive vulnerability of the self-

employed in general and the progressive marginalization of women in particular.

Thus there 15 no proper data’s mamtained about the problems regarding women

vendors.

Debdulalsans (2013) studied the street vendor™s interms of their decent work and

emphasized the role of organization’ Union in providing the decent work culture. His

study explores the street vendors mainly depend on money lenders for their economic

and social security purposes. There 15 no satety for the street vendors in thesr work

place. They have 1o face severe harassment from the local authontics.

Table -1
Analysis and Interpretation
Percentage Analysis
DEMOGRAPHIC NO.OF
AR R CATEGORIES His Ya
Male 50 14
Cender Female 50 50
roTAL 106 1aa
Below 20 years 25 25
21-30 years 50 50
Age 3130 years 12 12
L{Fﬂn i 13 13
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TOTAL 1og 1og
literate (6 (s
Middle class 65 63
Educational Higher
20 20
gualification secondary
Graduate 0= 5
TOTAL 100 oy
Vegetables 38 38
Fruits 37 37
I'vpe of vending Flower shop s (5
Others 20 20
TOTAL 106 1og
Rural o B3
Lrhan 5 5
Location of vending Semi urban 7 7
Semu Rural 3 3
TOTAL 1o 1ow
Below K0 £ k-,
B | C00-2000 24 24
Rs 200 1-3000 26 26
Income per day
Rs 3000 &
12 12
above
TOTAL 106 fog
Finance
£:5 65
problem
Mot proper sales 12 12
Ivpe wof problem
Lock down
faced 23 23
rules
(Mhers 0 0
TOTAL 100 o
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Less tham &

o g
months
6 — 12 months 45 45

Period for recover | — 2 Years 2% 25

More than 2

21 21
Years
TOTAL i) log

Source: Primary Dats

From the above table it 15 clear that both the male and female respondents are
equal. Ot of 1M respondents 50 percent are 21-30 yvears and followed by below
200 years. Based on cducabional qualification 65 percent have completed middle
class. 38 percent of the respondents are doing vegetable business and followed by
froits business. 85 percent of the respondents” Location of vending is rural It is
clear that 38 percent of the respondent's annual income per day = below Rs. 1000,
65 percent of the respondents are finance problem. 45 percent are taken 6 to 12
months to recover from the problem.
Chi-Square Test
Table-2
Null Hypothesis

There is no significant relationship between the problems faced by the
respondents and their Overall perception about the street vendors
Alternate Hypothesis

There is a significant difference between the problems faced by the
respondents and their Overall perception about the street vendors
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE o = 0.05)

Problems faced by the respondents * Owverall perception

Uverall perception
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b of tim 3
e hu C |
5 sl
ne
55
Probl Finance I
4 5 13
Cms problem B ]
Faced Mot r
i 3 2 | { 6
sales
Lock down 2
] i 5 fy
rules 2
Others | 3
i b 13
| 2
Total |
9 19 32 1]
]
Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided)
Pearson Chi-Square 126184 Gy 181
Likelithood Ratio 15.716 g 073
Linear-by-Linear
1.718 1 BT
A ssociation
N of Valid Cases 10

o value =i 181

Inference

Simce P (0.181)> 0.05, we accept null hypothesis. There is no significant

refationship between the problems faced by the respondents and their Owerall

perception sbout the street vendors.

Conclusion

Street vendors form a very important segment of mformal sector. Street vendors

offer goods and services for sale without having a permanent bwlt up structure to
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satisfy the demands of urban poor's and urban youth. They ensure the distnibution of
benefits m favour of the disadvantaged group. The objective of this paper s to
identify the canses behind sireet vending. challenges faced by street vendors.
highlight the mmporance of street vendors, what measures are taken by the
Government to prevent the harmssment of street vendors by police and other
authonties, improvement in the working conditions, social protechion and life skill
development to improve the level of profitability.
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